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INTRODUCTION

The Gospel of Matthew, composed by one of Jesus’ twelve
disciples, was written to show how Jesus is the fulfillment
of the Old Testament, the Coming One who reverses the
ravages of sin and death.
But this fulfillment is accomplished in surprising ways.
Time and again throughout this Gospel, Jesus confronts
and corrects those who know the Scripture best, such as the
scribes and Pharisees. And time and again, it is the sinful
and distraught who receive Jesus’ gentlest embrace.
Matthew’s Gospel contains large blocks of teaching
from Jesus, showing that he is the true and final prophet,
surpassing and fulfilling the ministries of all the prophets before him, such as Moses and Elijah. Among all the
Gospels, this one also has the greatest concentration of
parables, as Jesus explains to his hearers what the kingdom
of heaven is like. In all of this we are being shown that in
Jesus Christ the new world order, the new creation, has
quietly broken out in the middle of history.
Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, Jesus
Christ has brought heaven down to earth. Those who
v

40.Matthew.indd 5

9/4/18 3:57 PM

Introduction
repent of their sins and embrace Jesus as Savior and King
are swept into this new creation and enjoy the new life it
offers. This, and nothing less, is the astonishing claim of
the Gospel of Matthew.

vi
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PREFACE
THE BIBL E

The words of the Bible are the very words of God our
Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;1 they
are pure; 2 they are powerful;3 and they are wise and righteous.4 We should read these words with reverence and
awe,5 and with joy and delight.6 Through these words God
gives us eternal life,7 and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8
THE ESV TR ANSL ATI ON

The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic
stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly
five centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the
original text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expression. Our goal has been to carry forward this
legacy for this generation and generations to come.
The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and structure of the original text and the personal style of each
1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12;
1 Pet. 1:23 4 Ps. 19:7–11 5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Ps. 19:7–11;
119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16 7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4
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Bible writer. We have sought to be “as literal as possible”
while maintaining clear expression and literary excellence.
Therefore the ESV is well suited for both personal reading
and church ministry, for devotional reflection and serious
study, and for Scripture memorization.
THE ESV PUBLI S HI NG TEAM

The ESV publishing team has included more than a hundred people. The fourteen-member Translation Oversight
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments of the more than fifty members of the Advisory
Council. This international team from many denominations shares a common commitment to the truth of God’s
Word and to historic Christian orthodoxy.
TO GOD’S HONOR AND PR AI SE

We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also
know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to
his honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—and to his people—we offer what we have done,
with our prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude
for much help given, and with ongoing wonder that our
God should ever have entrusted to us so momentous a task.
To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee
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THE AR RIVAL IN HISTORY OF
JESUS THE MESSIAH

T

 he book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
son of David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and
his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron,
and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father
of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of
Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.
And David was the father of Solomon by
the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
1
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and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father
of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father
of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh
the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah,
and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.
And after the deportation to Babylon: Jecho
niah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the
father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father
of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim
the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar,
and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan
the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born,
who is called Christ.
2
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The Arrival in History of Jesus the Messiah

So all the generations from Abraham to David
were fourteen generations, and from David to the
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and
from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ
fourteen generations.
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place
in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together
she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:
3
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“ Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son,
		and they shall call his name
Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not
until she had given birth to a son. And he called
his name Jesus.
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when it rose and have come
to worship him.” When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
4
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“ ‘ And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah,
		are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah;
		for from you shall come a ruler
		who will shepherd my people
Israel.’ ”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly
and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I too
may come and worship him.” After listening to
the king, they went on their way. And behold, the
star that they had seen when it rose went before
them until it came to rest over the place where the
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
5
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opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
Now when they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and
his mother by night and departed to Egypt and
remained there until the death of Herod. This
was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem
and in all that region who were two years old or
under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
6
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“ A voice was heard in Ramah,
		weeping and loud lamentation,
		Rachel weeping for her children;
		she refused to be comforted,
because they are no more.”
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s
life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and
his mother and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid
to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and
lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he
would be called a Nazarene.
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the
7
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kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when
he said,
“ The voice of one crying in the
wilderness:
‘ Prepare the way of the Lord;
		make his paths straight.’ ”
Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, and they were baptized by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
8
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children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but
he who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan
to John, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered
him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
9
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descending like a dove and coming to rest on him;
and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is
written,
“ ‘ Man shall not live by bread alone,
		but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God.’ ”
Then the devil took him to the holy city and set
him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down, for it is written,
“ ‘ He will command his angels
concerning you,’
10
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